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record" in the above-identified patent application. Copy of these documents and a copy of 
the search report are enclosed. Applicants have provided copies of the English language 
abstract of European Patent Application No. EP0810258A1, European Patent Application 
No. EP0735088A1, and European Patent Application No. EP0501227A1. Only copies of the 
English language abstracts are provided for Japanese Patent Application No. 8059894, 
Japanese Patent Application No. 7149950 and Japanese Patent Application No. 3006247. 

1 . International Patent Application No. PCT/EPOO/04682, by Michelin 
Recherche et Technique S.A., Custadero, Emmanuel; Simonot, Laure; Tardicat, Jean- 
Claude; inventors, published December 7, 2000 as WO 00/73373 Al. 

2. International Patent Application No. PCT/EP98/041 50, by 
Compagnie Generate Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Vasseur, Didier, 
inventor, pubHshed January 21, 1999 as WO 99/02590. 

3. International Patent Application No. PCT/EP98/04601, by • 
Compagnie Generale Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Penot, 
Christophe; Vasseur, Didier, inventors, published February 1 1, 1999 as WO 99/06480. 

4. International Patent Application No. PCT/EP98/07680, by 
Compagnie Generale Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Custodero, 
Simonot, Tardivart, inventors, published June 10, 1999 as WO 99/28376. 

5. Canadian Patent Application No. 2,228,692 by Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company, US, Sandstrom, Paul Harry, inventor, published January 30, 1998. 

6. United States Patent No. 5,663,396 by Musleve et al, filed October 
31, 1996, issued September 2, 1997. 
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7. United States Patent No. 5,684, 1 71 by Wideman et al., filed 
February 11, 1997, issued November 4, 1997. 

8. United States Patent No. 5,684,172 by Wideman et al, filed 
February 11, 1997, issued November 4, 1997. 

9. United States Patent No. 5,696, 1 97 by Smith et al, filed June 2 1 , 
1996, issued December 9, 1997. 

10. European Patent Application No. 97 1 0792 1 .5 by Compagnie 
Generale Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Custodero, Tardivat, 
inventors, published December 12, 1997 as EP0810258A1. 

1 1 . United States Patent No. 5,580,91 9 by Agostini et al, filed March 
14, 1995, issued December 3, 1996. 

1 2. United States Patent No. 5,583,245 by Parker et al, filed March 6, 
1996, issued December 10, 1996. 

13. European Patent Application No. 95305787.4 by Bridgestone 
Corporation Tokyo 104 (JP), Ohta et al, inventors, published February 21, 1996 as 
EP0697432A1. 

14. European Patent AppHcation No. 96103827.0 by Compagnie 
Generale Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Vanel, inventor, published 
October 2, 1996 as EP0735088A1. 

15. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 94195540 by Bridgestone Corp 
(JP), Toshiyuki et al, inventors, published March 5, 1996 as JP 08-059894. 

1 6. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 932983 1 3 by Bridgestone Corp 
(JP), Shigeo et al, inventors, published June 13, 1995 as JP 07149950. 
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17. Canadian Patent Application No. 2,058,901 by Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company, US, Kolowski et al, inventors, published March 28, 1993. 

18. European Patent Application No. 92102313.1 by Compagnie 
Generale Des Etablissements Michelin - Michelin and CIE, Rauline, Roland, inventors, 
published September 2, 1992 as EP0501227A1. 

1 9. Canadian Patent Application No. 2,054,059 by Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company, US, Carter, inventor, published October 4, 1992. 

20. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 891 37348 by Bridgestone Corp 
(JP) and Japan Synthetic Rubber Co. Ltd (JP), Toshiki et al, inventors, January 1 1, 1991 
as JP 3006247. 

21 . United States Patent No. 4,002,594 by Fetterman et al., filed July 8, 
1975, issued January 11, 1977. 

22. United States Patent No. 3,978,103 by Meyer-Simon et al, filed 
May 6, 1974, issued August 31, 1976. 

23. United States Patent No. 3,997,581 by Pletka et al., filed January 31, 
1975, issued December 14, 1976. 

24. United States Patent No. 3,873,489 by Thum et al, filed November 
12, 1973, issued March 25, 1975. 

25. United States Patent No. 3,842,1 1 1 by Meyer-Simon et al, filed 
August 1, 1972, issued October 15, 1974. 

26. British Patent Application No. 836,716 by Firestone Tyre and 
Rubber Company, US, published June 9, 1960. 
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27. British Patent Application No. 653,8 14 by Spolek Pro Chemickou A 
HutniVyrobu, published May 23, 1951. 

The referenced citations are hsted in the accompanying PTO Form 1449 and 
copies of the references are provided. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 
review the foregoing references and that the references be made of record in the file history 
of the above-mentioned application. 

Identification of the above-listed references is not to be construed as an 
admission of the Applicants or the attomeys of the Applicants that such references are 
available as "prior art" against the subject application. 

The Applicants believe that there is no fee required for this submission. 
However should any fee be required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
payment of any fees associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 02-4377. A duphcate copy of this page is provided. 




Rochelle K. Seide 
Registration No. 32,300 

Attorney for Applicants 

BAKER BOTTS, L.L.P. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10112 
(212) 408-2500 
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